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EFORE DANICA Pat-

rick finished fourth in

the 2005 Indianapolis
500, the best showing by a
woman at the Brickyard came in
1978, when Janet Guthrie steered
a mediocre car to a ninth-place
finish despite having broken her
wrist two days earlier. Patrick has
since become a star.
But following her run,
Guthrie was subject
ed to the same ha
rassment and preju
dice that \]lij_’_u\‘d her
before the race. Two

years later she left the
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sport. And for the next quarter
century, Guthrie recently told SI,
“the first thing on my mind was
book.”

She has finally done that, with-
out a ghostwriter, and the result,
A Life at Full Throttle, is a fasci-
nating read that details her entry
into the sport in the Northeast
the 1960s and also the
abuse she endured.

[writing a

Guthrie is not afraid
to be frank about her
emotions and her
quirks. Away from the
track she swooned at
Tehaikovsky and Ten-
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Under the Hood

PIONEER WOMAN Guthrie was
Indy’s first female finisher, in 78.

nyson. Before a race she prayed
to Athena, goddess of wisdom.
But on the track she was a war
rior as cold and hard as the steel
she drove. While racing, she
writes, “your emotional steam,
superheated, is harnessed, en-
tirely at the service of your will.”
After a crash once, her blood pres-
sure checked out normal.

It will be obvious to readers
that Guthrie, the daughter of a
commercial pilot who taught her
how to fly Pipers when she was
15, was born to race. People in
her sport, though, did everything
they could to thwart her. One
columnist wrote that if women
could race, drunk drivers ought
to be allowed to, also. Richard
Petty said that Guthrie was “no

lady™ because “if she was, she'd
be at home.” Driver Billy Vukovich
said if she ever finished a 500,
he'd eat his hat. (Vukovich later
admitted he was thinking of hav-
ing a hat made of chocolate.)

Reliving those experiences for
the book was painful for Guthrie.
“Sometimes,” she says, “it felt
like taking an X-acto knife, cut-
ting open your arm, dipping your
pen in the wound, and then writ-
ing with blood.” For her efforts,
though, Guthrie turned out an
uplifting work that is one
of the best books ever writ-
ten about racing—and es-
tablishes her as one of the
sport’s most eloquent
Voices.

—Charles Hirshberg

e Br

Highbrow
Bullfighting
isn’t for writ
ers intimidat-
ed by Hem
ingway, but
Edward Lew
ine does Papa

proud with

DEATH AND THE SUN
Part bulifighting primer, part
travelogue, it depicts a mat-

ador’s year in heroic detail

Lowbrow They're not the
Brownings, but Jose Can

ec(
and ex-wife Jessica (below

can titillate. He exposed
baseball's steroid problem in
JUICED. Her JUICY s
Hollywood
Wives on
steroids: life
as a slugger's

spouse

That's the
39 ' number of
pictures

and illustrations in SPORTS
ILLUSTRATED's recently published
The Football Book, a 294-page
coffee-table-sized celebration of
America’s Game. It has vivid
writing from
the magazine'’s
first half cen-
tury, plus pho-
tos that cap-
ture the sport’s
grit and glory.



